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FROM THE PASTOR 
 
On May 1st, the Global Methodist Church was launched.  This new denomination in the 
Methodist family marks a departure from the United Methodist Church, and is the culmination 
of many decades of intensifying debate and division.  The presenting issue is human sexuality, 
namely the ordination of gay persons and same-sex marriage, but beneath that topic lies a 
debate over the ways in which one understands the voice of scripture.  This new denomination, 
the Global Methodist Church, holds a theologically conservative view of such matters. 
 
The processes that lie ahead for United Methodist individuals and congregations have yet to 
unfold, and we will lean on the guidance of our Bishop and Annual Conference in the coming 
months. My current understanding is that any individual or congregation who wishes to remain 
in the United Methodist Church need do nothing at this time.   
 
Being raised in the United Methodist Church, I grew up loving the expansive gift of grace it 
embraces, the worldwide nature of our connection, and the gifts of a tool for discernment 
called the “Wesleyan Quadrilateral.” The Wesleyan Quadrilateral speaks to the breadth of ways 
in which God speaks and moves, and encourages us to use four resources for discerning the 
word of God: Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and Experience. We believe that God is actively at 
work in each of these avenues and it is through engaging them all that we reach a healthy 
relationship with God’s will and way.  
 
While I grieve the fact that our beloved denomination is now in the midst of schism, I am 
reminded that this is not new in our history: years ago we split over the issue of slavery, and 
have faced disruptions as women and minorities have sought to be honored as equals in the 
Church.  Furthermore, I recognize that there comes a point at which the damage being done by 
‘staying together’ makes separation a preferable, if painful, path. 
 
Let us continue to hold all who claim the Methodist heritage in our prayers for healing, and we 
pray that in this next season, whatever structures are in place, we may all continue to faithful 
serve God and all God’s children. 
 
Shawn Callender Hogan 
Pastor 
For more information about this topic, check out: 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/what-happens-when-a-new-denomination-launches 
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May 7 is World Labyrinth Day 
 
As a church we are blessed to have a labyrinth in our own prayer garden! What a wonderful 
tool for prayer and reflection.  World Labyrinth Day is an annual event held every year on the 
first Saturday in May, in which thousands of people around the world participate in a global 
peace activity known as “Walk as One at 1”.  This activity is a moving meditation for world 
peace, and this year we will join in celebrating this special event in the following way: 
 
On Saturday, May 7, from 10 am – 1:00 pm there will be devotional materials available for your 
personal use, inviting you to walk the labyrinth in our prayer garden on your own.  Spend some 
time slowly walking the path, reflecting on the guidance offered in the materials available. 
 
At 1:00 pm, all who are interested will together walk the path, in a single line, silently joining 
our prayers for peace with the prayers being said around the world. 
 
Please join in this special act of unity and prayer. 
 

JOIN IN A MINI-RETREAT 
For the first three weeks of May, I will be preaching on the prophet Elijah (1 Kings 17, 18, 19).  
As a way of moving his story even deeper into our souls, you are invited to an afternoon 
devotional event, focused on one of the scenes from Elijah’s life: 
 

THE PROPHET ELIJAH: 

He won a major victory! 

…that landed him in trouble with the powers-that-be… 

which sent him on the run… 

where he was fed by unexpected sources… 

which led him to hunker down in a cave… 

where he weathered a storm… 

and heard God whispering! 

  
Might Elijah’s story speak to us? Well: 

~When do you feel anxious or afraid? 
~What nourishes and calms you in such times? 

~When and where does life get chaotic, 
~and where do you find calm? 

  
Through scripture, conversation, prayer, journaling, and silence, 

we will walk through Elijah’s story and find our own! 

  
Sunday, May 15, 2022 

1:30 – 4:00 pm 

Sign up is required by Tuesday May 9th; invite a friend! 
You can sign up by calling the church office (732) 531-1150. 


