
FROM THE PASTOR 
 
Over the past few weeks, the Nominations Committee has been working diligently and prayerfully to 
identify persons for various church positions.  It is part of the work of faithfully equipping the 
community for our ministry. 
 
As I look at the list of required committees and the additional work areas that enable our church to 
function so smoothly, I was reminded of an article I read once about life in Honduran refugee camps.  
With fair frequency, refugees would become displaced and have to build a new camp.  In the article 
there was a detail that grabbed my attention.   
 
According to one witness, each time they found themselves having to start anew, they immediately 
formed three committees.  Three committees they deemed were essential to the smooth workings of 
the community: 
 1. a construction committee (which seemed to me a most logical committee to have under the  

circumstances) 
 2. an education committee (which is, of course of vital importance for persons of all ages) 
 3. a committee of joy  (wait, what?) 
 
Fascinating.  To these people joy was deemed as basic to life as digging latrines and teaching their 
people to read.  A committee of joy-- as an essential part of full living.   
 
If we were to have such a 
committee in our church life, who, 
in your estimation, should be on it?  
Who has the gifts to guide us into 
deep joy? 
 
And let’s play further with this 
image, adding more committees.  
What if we had a committee of 
beauty?  A committee of curiosity? 
A committee of risk? A committee 
of tradition? A committee of hope?   
 
What other ‘committees’ might you 
suggest?  And on which ones would you feel eager to serve? 
 
The work of the Church takes many forms, some of which are in writing, officially elected, and publicly 
known.  Others may be taking place ‘under the radar,’ as people use their gifts to awaken and enliven 
our world.  And still others may be waiting, like seeds beneath the soil, to be nurtured into life.  To 
what informal ministries might God be calling you?  I would love to hear your thoughts. 
 
 
Shawn Callender Hogan,  Pastor 


